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International teachers, internationalised teachers, and the 
‘Linguistic’ Other

In this presentation I will raise questions and explore areas with regard to what defines ‘international staff’ within in the world of TESOL.  In doing so I will draw upon the conclusions from my doctoral research on the internationalisation of higher education and also, to some extent, on my personal experience as an international teacher of English. The findings of the doctoral research suggest a lack of shared understanding as to what internationalisation means and a tendency to reproduce stereotypical notions of the various actors within a university context. The research also shows that there is a need to create space for reflection on internationalisation and issues relating the Cultural Other. I will adopt a ‘transformationalist’ worldview (Sanderson, 2009). According to this perspective, change is seen as neither universal nor all-encompassing, but instead consists of modifications in the personal and professional lives of ‘international teachers of English’.  I will also consider the prospects for how these modifications may, in turn,  influence the nature of the TESOL profession. 
